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Die Seek des Weibes. Prof. F. M. Wendt. Korneuburg, J. 
Kiihkopf, 1892. — p. vii, 128. 

This is the second edition of a popular work, connecting more or less 
directly with the teaching of Herbart and Striimpell, which appeared in 
1 891. The chief difference to note in the new edition is the greater prom- 
inence given to certain views of the writer {e.g. in connection with will) 
which are at variance with those of his authorities. His psychologising is 
typically illustrated by the chapter on the feelings {cf., esp., pp. 42, 43). 
There is a moving picture of the machinations of the " sittliche Ruine " to 
gain the affections of the innocent maiden. Four chapters of the eighteen 
are devoted to dreams. The book recalls those of Mantegazza : certain 
remarks in it are useful ; but the whole is a curious mixture. E. B. T. 

A Review of the Systems of Ethics Founded on the Theory of Evolution. 
By C. W. Williams. New York and London, Macmillan & Co., 1893. 
—pp. XV, 581. 

The first portion of this book is devoted to a mere presentation, in a con- 
densed form, of the ethical doctrines of the most important English and 
German evolutionary writers. The authors whose views are thus sum- 
marized are, in order : Darwin, Wallace, Haeckel, Spencer, Fiske, Rolph, 
Barratt, Stephen, Carneri, Hoffding, von Gizycki, Alexander and Ree. 
Part II, however, contains independent discussions of the chief ethical 
questions, and the author's criticism of theories from which he differs. 
Mr. Williams is firmly convinced that it will be of advantage to apply the 
ideas of evolution to ethical theory. " If it is true that we learn wisdom 
and morality from human history, ... we should suppose that a still wider 
knowledge of our mental and physical evolution must be of greater worth 
to us in the same manner " (p. 270). This second portion of the volume 
contains, besides an introduction, the following nine chapters : — I. The 
Concepts of Evolution. II. Intelligence and "End." III. The Will. IV. 
The Mutual Relations of Thought, Feeling, and Will in Evolution. V. 
Egoism and Altruism in Evolution. VI. Conscience. VII. The Moral 
Progress of the Human Species as Shown by History. VIII. The Results 
of Ethical Inquiry on an Evolutional Basis. IX. The Ideal and the Way 
of its Attainment. (A review will follow.) J. E. C. 

Die Aussichtslosigkeit des Moralismus. Von Adolph Gerecke. 
Zurich, J. Schabelitz, 1892. — p. xvi, 226. 

The present volume is nothing if not radical. Without the preface, 
which is of the nature of a personal confession, one would hardly under- 
stand the author's motive in writing and publishing the book. He believes 
that morality in the ordinary sense is an illusion, an impossibility. He 
began as a " devout moralist," full of intolerance and obstinate convictions. 
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When he found himself unable to live what he conceived to be the moral 
life, he was at first inclined to regard himself as a moral monster; but a 
closer examination of the conduct of his fellow-men convinced him that they 
were substantially like himself. The book is the result, — written at in- 
tervals, and in the first instance less for publication than for the author's 
own satisfaction. The first part is critical; the second, constructive. The 
so-called virtues are regarded as obviously dependent upon the conditions 
of life. Now these latter vary not only in different countries, but even in 
the same community; hence there is no real standard. Although so radical, 
the book cannot be called in any large degree original or striking. It 
contains a number of careless allusions and statements of fact, which some- 
times border upon absurdity as, e.g., on p. 216, where the author casually 
remarks that all terrestial objects are " essentially the results of atmospheric 
pressure." E. A. 

The following books have also been received : — 

Der Pessimismus int Lichte einer hoheren Weltauffassung. Von Dr. 
J. Friedlander und Dr. M. Berendt. Berlin, 1893, S. Gerstmann's 
Verlag. — pp. 1 1 1 . 

Der echte und der xenophontische Socrates. Von Karl Joel. Berlin, 
1892, R. Gaertner. — pp. xii, 554. 

Die Hauptprobleme der Philosophie in ihrer Entwicklung und theil- 
weisen Losung von Thales bis Robert Hamerling. Von Vincent Knauer. 
Wien and Leipzig, Wilhelm BraumuUer, 1892. — pp. xviii, 408. 

Apologetics J or Christianity Defensively Stated. By Alexander 
Balmain Bruce. New York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1892. — pp. xvi, 
SS2. 

Das Ich als Grundlage unserer Weltanschauung. Von Gustav 
Gerber. Berlin, 1893, R. Gaertner. — pp. vii, 429. 

Platon, sa philosophie, pr^c^d^e d'un apercu de sa vie et de ses Merits. 
Par Ch. B^nard. Paris, 1892, F€lix Alcan. — pp. viii, 543. 

Guide to the Knowledge of God. A Study of the Chief Theodicies. By 
A. Gratry, Professor of Moral Theology at The Sorbonne. Translated 
by Abby L. Alger, with an Introduction by Wm. R. Alger. Boston, 1892, 
Roberts Brothers. — pp. xi, 469. 

La suggestion dans Part. Par Paul Sourian. Paris, 1893, F^lix 
Alcan. — pp. 345. 

Les transformations du droit. Par G. Tarde. Paris, 1893, F€lix 
Alcan. — pp. 242. 

Grundriss einer einheitlichen Trieblehre vom Standpunkte des Deter- 
minismus. Von. J. DuBOC. Leipzig, 1892, Otto Wigand. — pp. xiv. 308. 

Der Allgewaltige und Alleserschaffende Unsichtbare in der Natur. 
Von J. Bohmer. Baumholder, 1892, Bohmer's Verlag. — pp. 212. 

System der formalen und realen Logik. Von Dr. Georg Ulrich, 
Berlin, 1892, Ferd. Diimmler. — pp. 87. 



